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change in locomotor ataxia by this method. Pressure may be 
applied to most of the nerves of the head, trunk, and extremi¬ 
ties, and also to the sympathetic. Affections of the stomach 
have been relieved by pressure applied to the cceliac plexus. 
—London Medical Recorder, Feb. 20, 1888. L. F. B. 

One View of Neuralgia. 

Many conditions are classed under the head of neuralgia. 
There is the pure form without apparent and definite cause 
during life and with no discoverable lesion after death. 
The reflex form may be, and frequently is, due to dental 
caries and other remote causes, the removal of which gives 
speedy relief to the symptoms. Another form is due to 
actual inflammation of the nerve—a true neuritis and not 
neuralgia at all; others due to poisons circulating in the 
blood, as lead, syphilis, gout, and malaria ; and some to 
pressure upon the trunk of the affected nerve or to some 
irritation still higher in its course. The treatment of neural¬ 
gia may be considered as : 1, external; 2, external remote ; 
3, internal. 

1. Of the local methods of treatment, such operations 
as incision and division of the nerve explain themselves. 
Stretching the nerve and acupuncture seem to aid in the 
same way, probably by causing a solution of continuity in 
the sheath, and thus relieving tension and diminishing the 
swelling of the nerve. Callender considers it probable 
that “stretching is of use by numbing the nerve for a short 
time.” If this be really true, the natural explanation would 
be that the sensory irritation resulting from the hypenemia 
would for a time cease, and on its cessation the reflex dila¬ 
tation of the blood vessels would also be brought to an end. 
Electricity, again, in common with belladonna and heat or 
locally applied, would contract blood vessels. Belladonna, 
volatile oils, and their stearoptenes (solid crystalline com¬ 
pounds separable from volatile oils by cold), such as thymol 
and menthol, also chloroform, not only contract the blood 
vessels, but also diminish the sensibility of the part, while 
aconite locally applied acts purely as an anodyne. 
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2. Counter-irritation over the upper part of the dorsal 
spine, which apparently does good in some cases in a way 
not easy of explanation, is one method of external and re¬ 
mote treatment. Ligature of the carotids is eminently suc¬ 
cessful. This heroic measure has been tried with gratifying 
results by Dr. Patruban in many cases of severe neuralgia. 
The idea of the operation originated from a knowledge of 
the relief obtained in some cases by simple pressure on the 
carotid. 

3. For the internal treatment of neuralgia, the substances 
naturally fall into four groups: 

(1.) Those which contract blood vessels, as strychnia, 
atropia and its allies, bromide of camphor, digitalis, ergot, 
volatile oils such as turpentine, etc., chloride of ammonium, 
and quinine. Several of these drugs have also a specific 
action on sensory nerves. 

(2.) This group consists of bodies which act as general 
tonics, such as quinine, iron, strychnia, phosphorus, and 
arsenic. Arsenic and phosphorus seem to have some more 
direct action than that of simple tonics. 

(3.) A third division consists of simple anodynes or sed¬ 
atives, such as bromide of potassium. ■ This, however, like 
chloral, diminishes the pulse tension and, in addition, dimin¬ 
ishes reflex excitability by depression of the peripheral 
sensory filaments. Other drugs, such as cannabis indica 
and morphia, seem to act as similar anodynes. 

(4.) The fourth group consists of the usual tell-tale 
drugs, which are always appearing, and of the action of 
which no very apparent explanation can be given. Among 
these gelsemium is a prominent member, and probably also 
arsenic and phosphorus. 

There are symptomatic, pathological, etiological, and 
therapeutic reasons for believing that the blood vessels are 
at fault in cases of neuralgia, and therefore it seems neces¬ 
sary to consider true neuralgia as a sympathetic neurosis, 
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affecting certain tracts of cerebro-spinal nerves, resulting in 
simple dilatation of the vessels of these nerves, brought 
about by unknown causes, or by reflex irritation, or possibly 
by the specific action of certain poisons in the blood.—James 
R. Whitehall, Edinburgh Medical Journal, Dec., 1887. 

L. F. B. 

Neuralgia, Chloroform, and the Constant 
Current. 

Marvellous results are claimed by Prof. Adam Kiewicz 
(Progres Medical) from the combined action of chloroform 
and the constant current in facial and other forms of neu¬ 
ralgia. The electrode is made of hollow charcoal into 
which the chloroform is introduced, and from which the 
current sends it into the tissues. That this power of pene¬ 
tration may be thus obtained is thought to be shown in the 
fact that when chloroform is colored with gentian violet 
and applied in the manner described to the ear of a rabbit, 
the tissue becomes dyed. In experiments with the human 
subject, the writer notes at the commencement the triple 
action of the constant current, the chloroform, and a con¬ 
dition of cataphoresis followed by a burning sensation and 
finally amesthesia. Several remarkable cases of cure are 
cited. Anaesthesia is not obtained when the nerves are 
deep-seated, nor in sciatica.—Medical and Surgical Re¬ 
porter, Feb. 18, 1888. L. F. B. 



